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or: What this book is all about

When we first thought of combining the study
of Hebrew with a chance to acquaint the learner
with the land of Israel, its geography, history
and culture, we envisioned all of you, young and
old who dream of seeing the land and learning
Hebrew. These dreams have accompanied
millions of people across the globe, Jews and
non Jews alike, judaically knowledgeable and the
novices.

The course is intended for the lovers of the fauna
and flora of Israel who are learning Hebrew as
a second language. Many ftravelers, pilgrims
and teenagers are visiting Israel for long or
short periods, those visiting family and friends
and those celebrating milestones against the
backdrop of the birthplace of many of the rituals
and traditions. The chapters are intended to be
learned in small groups, or privately. It can be
studied while traveling by car, by bus or while
hiking. It can also be adapted to virtual learning
modes.

The book contains anecdotes taken from the
verve of youth and mature adults who travel.
The contents of the segments are taken from
geography, history and local lore. Each segment
is accompanied by exercises whose intention is:
A. reading comprehension.

B. development of writing, reading and speaking

skills.

The vocabulary and dialogues are intended to
help the learners acquire the basic tools for

mastering the language. The basic vocabulary of
approximately 2000 words, introduces the learner,
gradually, to the syntax and morphological
patterns necessary at this level of learning the
language.

The book contains 24 units each following a set

pattern:

1. Each unit begins with a picture and a text
introducing the subject of the unit. Additional
texts are added, introducing the linguistic
patterns and syntax that were introduced in
the unit.

2. Avocabulary list: Next to each text a dictionary
is appended introducing the new vocabulary
in Hebrew, phonetic transliteration and
translation.

3. A variety of practice exercises in both English
and Hebrew. The purpose of the exercises
is to practice the vocabulary, reading
comprehension, writing and oral use of the
material learned.

The lay out of the book and its vivid colors were
intended to arouse the curiosity, to encourage
written and oral expression, to enrich the contents
and to interest the learner.

The texts are presented in full form, as customary
in books and newspapers. Since Hebrew in
everyday use does not utilize vowels it is gradually
eliminated in the book, allowing the learner
to master correct spelling. To facilitate proper
pronunciation and enunciation, The English
translation is accompanied by transliteration
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The obstacles and differences of Hebrew

An important explanation:

The Hebrew language is commonly written
without the use of vowels. This is the language
that is used for reading and writing and can be
found in newspapers and on street signs. In order
to facilitate the user in reading and understanding
this everyday Hebrew, the texts that appear in
this course book have been divided into three
different levels of difficulty: Lessons 1-8 are with

® Hebrew is written from right to left.

® There are no capital letters in
Hebrew.

® The Hebrew Alphabet has 22 letters,
5 of which appear in a different
form at the end of a word.

® In Hebrew, like in English, there is a
difference between letters in print
and letters in script.

® All Hebrew letters are consonants.
The vowels are marked by signs
(nikud), which are written below,
within or above the letter. Vowels
are not used in everyday writing.

® Thelettersx, 1,9, °, are used both as
consonants and as vowels. They are
equivalent to the English vowels:
a, e i o, u.

the full spelling of the words which includes all
the vowels. Lessons 9-16 are with full spelling but
with only partial use of the vowels. From lesson
17 till the end vowels are not used unless they
are absolutely necessary for reading. The users
of this book will find that there will not be many
difficulties along the road from being a learner to
becoming a reader.
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The Hebrew Alphabet 92y n°25%K:

k A

X aox  alef
a 1 ™2 bet B
Py 2 a2 vet Y
& 3 3 gimel G
? I ne7  dalet D
n i X7 hey H
! L N vav \%
< 7 71 zayin Z
A n nn xet X
¢ v oy tet T
' > 79 yod Y
2 > o kaf K
2 D o xaf X
? I n°pio 72 final xaf X
A 5 m?  lamed L
N n on  mem M
o) 0 n°oI0 on final mem M
J 1 7 nun N
| 1 n°Dio M final nun N
o 0 7m0 samech S
] y (8% ayin A
) D ) pey P
b) D XD fey F
d q mpio xp  final fey F
K X I3 tzadi iV4
7 v oo 7y final tzadi TZ
P P 7P kof K
2 9 v resh R
e 14 Y shin SH
e v Y sin S
h n 1 tav T

T
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@ Three letters are pronounced in 2 ways:
v-2/ b-2
x-9/ k-3
f-o / p-»
- at the beginning of the word: b, k, p-2,3,2
- at the end of the word: v, x, - (7 (9)7 ,2
- in the middle of the word - both can occur

® Some letters sound alike:
=0 n=v p=> 5=n0 =2 Y=X

@ Some sounds were added from foreign languages:
represents] - asin Jeans, John -3
represents G - as in Genevieve -’71
represents Ch - as in Chips, Churchill - 'z

@ The letters x and v have no pronunciation of their own.
They get their sound from the added vowels:
O=3X E=x U= I=>x A=
O=%y E=y U=w [=y A=y

Modern Hebrew has 5 vowel phonemes:

English Vowels: :D°92Y2 M¥Iann
a - (asin “car”) X0 70 O O O O
€ - (asin “set”) XO 70 0 O O O
1 - (asin “beak”) X0 "0 O
0 - (asin “hot”) XO 0 O
u - (asin “soup”) X0 0 O
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Print

Script

Example

Copy the script letters several times:

%z n =< - I -
R N A ¢ QC -
w Qe =

— - 2

NN £ N

~

N mr.~ O g nn — P A @ MM~ r AR

0O S 2 Q N —0 ®waeaT Nt AN g

Ne B 0w ZQ N = & e (N @ (=1 n@mﬂ
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Say each word out loud and write it in script, without the vowels:

A
aba
ba
saba
yad
kar
lama
kama
salat

tamar

yeled
shem
shemesh
sefer

etz

emet

el

eretz

Xaver

kexke

=g md G

(o)

Tk

ow
WRY
ol

vy

Ry

ox

PN

920



Say each word out loud and write it in script, without the vowels:

| X0 °0 0
mi n
li Lz
bil il
he kern heh
ki o)
shir 9w
imma R2X
bira oy 172
0] X0 0 O
oh X
lo 5
yom oy
od Y
shalom pife oW
soda n7I0
roni 19

shokolad ?ﬁi;,g wraidl s

14
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U

hu

sus
sukar
larutz
lakum
lagur

uga

amerika
kanada
boston
yishrael
yerushalayim
texi
telephon
limon

koka kola
televizia

pitza

Say each word out loud and write it in script, without the vowels:

2910

mé[

Universal Words

np1 Nk

pl/é”)'

jrode

9'5'"[6

X0 0 0

N3
030
120
P37
oIp?
niby,

Y

T2 MR
R
jlelepk!
X
i el
oY
19550
7im°%
nvardiral
MY

n3°D



doktor
student
universita
otobus
italia
germania
ostralia
anglia
meksiko
kontzert
tel aviv
spageti
staik
radio
helikopter
mozeon
yanuar
februar

detzember

ol jle

16290

-760!;9'[-'2

e FLe>Y5)

0PI

VITID

TOTPIN

0929VIX
MoK
MmN
M7 00K
m23IK
iP7opn
vIRIIP
23X 7N
gotle
700
‘l"}‘l
RiC) !
7R3
NI
gkl

TREET

16
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For transcribing pronunciations we used the following rules:
@ The letter tzadi [¢] is transcribed by “tz” or “ts”.

The letter ayin [v] is transcribed the same as alef [x].

Both letters tav [n] and tet [v] are transcribed by t.

Both letters kof [] and kaf [2] by K.

The letters xet [n] and xaf [2] are transcribed by X.

abbreviations 0°7%°p

masculine m 907
feminine f 2p3
masculine or feminine m/f 7133 R 907
plural pl 0°29
plural masculine mpl 0°29 907
plural feminine fpl 0°27 7ap]

masc. or fem. plural mpl/fpl 1139 I8 0°29




Lesson ] 95w

2°2R 2

Tel-Aviv

At the airport nDWYNT 712 ﬁ%

20"y 7272 7AK 290 .19 minn  :mpT J1IDT IR ,0%0 1D
D272 PR 70K .02V 92T IR DD X320 °3X %70 3% 00 :Dio
770N 777 0m),TIRD oY DT

21019 AARY .PPAIK NEP D727 CIX :7IDT gaxnagmi o cbo
21D %97 7K PaK ,MPAIK P12 I ?7R2R) KX 79K ?7KP20 79K 1039 @737
733 T BRI KXY KX KO0 03P

"2ya Dro Ay sn Mo ?9XMW°2 PR Y DT

MSH 2% M3 DRT MY

The Hebrew Sound PO Do

I ani (f+m) IR
you ata (m) ik
you at (f) DR
he hu (m) hehi
she hee (f) X7
hello (peace) shalom i
America amerika afraatah
English anglit nY93IN
Hebrew ivrit nMay

18
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T averamg
I" @ "‘.

e E— -
" . %
L " Yoy,
oY PNoay,

He n
s TR o

The Hebrew sound

father
mother
grandfather
grandmother
grandson
granddaughter
guide
teacher
pupil

gift

trip, tour
yes

no

now

a little

only

also

but

and

in, at

this

aba

ima

saba

savta

nexed

nexda

madrix (m) / madrixa (f)
more (m) / mora (f)
talmid (m) / talmida (f)
matana (f)

ti'yul (m)

ken

lo

ax’shav

ke'tzat

rak

gam

aval

ve...

be...

ze (m) / zot / zo (f)

NaX

NRX

N20

R0

=

121
TR /T
/AN
APRYn / TN
maan

oy

12

X9

e

ki

P

o3

738

o

wed

DXT /71



The Hebrew Sound

pretty, nice yafe (m) / yafa (f)

good tov (m) / tova (f)

excellent, great metzu’yan (m) / metzu’'yenet (f)
who? mi

where? eyfo

why? lama

speak meda’ber (m) / meda’beret (f)
want ro’tze (m) / ro'tza (f)

nice to meet you na’im me‘od

Bar Mitzvah bar mitz'va

Who [is] he? mi ze

Who [is] she? mi zot / mi zo

Where [is] Jonathan?  eyfo yonatan

airport sde te‘ufa

fahs gk
X1 heh]

Feminine Masculine
TTRYR K R I
7Pnn X TRPn ANK
i X 7 7K
1277 KO TR X

ik

B

nx

T

ng) /]
nalv / 23w
nInxn /113N
7”0

779K

nmy

METR /737
n3i7 /73
TR D°Y3
N 92

My on

20KT O

21039 7D
npwn nIw

Al

XIpP
read

Read x9p

X320 "X .90 "ix
213X 109V VK
12777 "IN .IDT N

N
Write 2303

heh

(7737 / 7990 127 / TR A7 RPR / TR ,RN20 / X2D)

20
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IR N
?2DRT O1

L8

70K
277 °n

”n

AR R OD Piovax AR M

1039 7y 3 o) N0 RIT 7N M

MDTDXT  2DNT OB 1ID7 "I IR N
7\

123

NI RO
IR IRRI X7 03

Complete 0707

2793 1039 .719773TM 71397 K30 770

NRT 7028 2DXT 0 1Y Yo
X377 ,12 :7a ?7X20 990 ;11D DT
X <290 270K 0 :9i0% MID7
03T USRS

7 <%0 7 1 <2309 mp7

X377 K& 7723 9o Ml mpa

Where? in/ at... .2 779°K

?7RD20 11D DRI DR TR
7R3 71978 JRIRD RO PRMN DN
DRIvaxm 2930 oow

o\
Answer the questions Ni?xw 2y 71y

PN AN OD 223N P ok

37K PR DK
X7 ?RP20 DK
X371 ?7XIX DK
meT T M

KT PWIY  2PWIY KO DK
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Write the appropriate questions: Who? Where? ?772°% 791 m’?grp' 2303

03 277 o
'\ .1IDT XY
o
speak - 127m  want - 7537 live - 73 AT O
T A I m) X ,IPR K TIRTI3 970
anEni=-REE R - SR S I 228 5n2 71X

LR 2°2K Y0

N
Read and answer the questions ni>xwia 2y may1 X7p

X3 T IR IIND 03 1

2793 D39 DK

27173 MIDT DR

N™M2Y) M23IX 7271 230 ,1°23IX 9270 103,171y 17270 7391

7P3IK 7370

Y N2TR 0N

)12 10772Y 9270 AR

FDR) Y3 ¥ IV ,ADR %97 MIDT AR 1EI7 e

277397 1038

27397 30T )

?77%97 K20 17

22
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Singular feminine adjectives and
verbs (in present) will end in either

one of the suffixes: 70 or nO

o=
a7

nek
{0

coffee
cake

ice cream
city, town
country
car

what?

fo live, to reside /
lives, resides

telephone
television
theater
gallery
America
Brazil
Poland

Mini-dictionary up 17971

cafe

uga
gli‘da

ir

eretz
mexo’nit
ma

lagur
gar (m) / gara (f)
telefon
televizia
teat’ron
ga’leria
amerika
brazil
polin

nop
nay
e
vy

(@)
nPaion
77
9932
T3/ 73
1070
e
T10RD
piars!
Lriale)
7112
iral=

also / too, only, and... ...7,77,04

TPP3IR P 9270 T3V 7PRIK 021 1PI2Y N2 130T

DR 021 7773 %97 K20

Arrange the words to make a sentence vaw»? 07177 NK 770

77723 01 DR M3 K20 - D3 / RV / APY3 / DR / K20 .

a good father

a nice trip
a good boy
a dood book

1

- 1397/ 03 /7R / 1197 .2

- D2y / N127m /03 / NPPAIR / 1IDT .3

290 XIK
1D Yy
29w 79
230 7DD

- P/ 7270/ AR / KaK

a good mother
a nice car

a good guide
a beautiful city

7290 RIK
1D? NP3ion
1290 72T

797 Py

4
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@ In Hebrew, the adjective always follows the noun.

4

@ Adjectives always agree with the noun in gender and number.

@ The words “city” and “country” are feminine nouns:
A nice big city - 197 19973 Y
A nice big country - 79 79373 PR

® You can recognize the:
Feminine singular adjective by the suffixes — 70 / nO
Masculine singular adjective by the suffixes - 70

7\

Add the correct adjective: 23 X 797 X3P OV 707

fkiglal

TT "~

PPy
s

127771

MTYI VDR i

TIROTI WY 2°R-0N2 PN v ATey Do
Di%ID/RT 2 TNTR WM YT
-1

Y7 ARR BRI AR LTI mDd
M ?2NIZIDAT N°2 TINCTIN DK 1.2
700 W

oo :Hio

T3 00 W0 LA0a N3 IR e

793 U 00 ,17I0DR BY VY12 (DT

1ip%Y

mPN7Y

123

Ty 0P

£

7R7YO1 M 17,1327

.22R-50% Dyoil WM

9°y NXT 2779373 °Y DXT 22°aR-Pn% n?
2N

Y DYWI YR NPT Y 2028 90
120 Y 09 K2 nawn

PIN IR DN 7ITRT W YH) VA

72728 N2 W n L.0°90
7290 W LN w00 v 2aR-Pna
.Niaiv niTyon v ni™ea

The Diaspora Museum N3i¥1507-1°2 7IXTI2

Sfahik
30T
Sfahik

590
137

590
;1197

24



2 TIRTING PRIy DOYoi WK 20 v
X20 PR D*HI? UMK OU .NI%IDND

70ER PV 190
DY DANMD LNINN 03 U TIRUTIND 19T

17793 090X D3 1IMIR DY ,KN20) SO LR oD i
772 90K) <%0 ?RR20 TRD YT 0K 1 pien
AINPT 29m7 72 R 9T X2 b

273 2WUnn W2 NivIDRT M2 1IRTIND DT
TR 7270 W w2

The Hobiew sount

25

we anax'nu (f/ m) MR
you atem (mpl) onx
you aten (fpl) TR
they hem (mpl) on
they hen (fpl) m

restaurant / restaurants
picture / pictures

mis’ada / mis‘adot (fpl)
tmu’na / tmu’not (fpl)

niTyon / myyon
NIz / 73N

computer max’shev (m) wnn
sea yam o’
Jew / Jews yehudi / yehudim (mpl) =L th iV aathy
information meyda yn
tourist tayar (m) / ta’yeret (f) ny°n /970
ancient, antique atik (m) / atika (f) RNy / PRy
large, big gadol (m) / gedo’la (f) 19373 / %373
important xa'shuv (m) / xa’shuva (f) nawn / Wn
or oh b
there is / are yesh (7
there isn't eyn X
to le... .9
from me... o)
later, after that axar-kax J2-70K
there sham =]
many, a lot harbe n273
where (to)? le'an X7



The Hebrew Sound

where (from)?

know / knows / to know
travel / travels / to travel
learn / learns / to learn
eat / eats / to eat
capital city

moment, just a minute
excuse me

radio

cafeteria

museum

bank

me’ayin

yod’'im (mpl) / yo'dea (m) / lada’at
nos’im (mpl) / no’sea (m) / lin’soa
lomdim (mpl) / lomed (m) / lilmod
oxlim (mpl) / oxel (m) / lee’xol

ir bira

rega / rak rega

selixa

radio

kafiteria

mozeon

bank

7Rn

ny1y ¥y ooy
yio1% ,y0i1,0°y0i
7in%% 010,07 TniY
20KY 929K ,0°909K
nTa Py

Y¥1P1/ 93

70

71

IR

TIRTIN

P33

there is # there is not "% # w°

.07 w7 %38 N3

DR W MPIRT” TIRTINI NIPURY U 1IRTING
QAL E

JTIYOR PR TINTTIN 2PINOTIND K

B
D’ v 272K N3 707 U DK
v 3 7INTINR U

D owI7°2 707 'K DK

MINTING PR AN

Read and answer the questions nioxwn 2y mIy1 Xp
2K DR 27U FDOR 21K 1 70 -m

TTNPY PR P32 ,K0 7PNPL W pia2 1

12 INDR W2 iT0ER2 .2

70 ¥ DK .3

TP W TR 4

)2 ?i’j‘l 7 n’;‘::?;; .5

26



Where to? To 2 X7 From where? From n RN

.22X-2n% n°33013 0°yoil nIDT) TNIYY Do ORI N30T
JIRTINY 0°Y01 07 70°yoil o IxY L2XM72 07 YWY R IR, 108N P10

ORI 1397 20T RN
SXM°2 0°93 07 YWY 201721 T N

£

Dizengof Street 731377 2917

7 R .202R 50 Dy 7270 Y9 AOK K20 i 7PWIY DOY0II NMIK XY ,MIDT Do
279333777 AT 29m7
B 1A L b g BE A ES Ak T A B | PNy 23 AT
PWRIT YT WRI KT 9INPT 702 A7 10T 23T WD 250 AT LKD D
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New Words The Hebrew Sound niwn 0o
street rexov 237
Dizengof (surename) dizengof AT
head rosh 74%]
month xo'desh v
with im ay
new xa’dash (m) / xada’sha (f) N/ wIn
first rishon (m) / risho’na (f) nIWKRY / WK
it's okay ze be’seder 9702 77
the mayor rosh ha’ir 1Y UKRI
The New Year rosh ha’shana mwa WK
smart rosh tov 20 UXI
the first day of the month rosh xo’desh vIIn UKRI

apartment / apartments dira / dirot nT /a7



the 7

The cake (is) good 1230 ANy the cake pSM
The car (is) pretty 1D N°10n the car gl LTy
The gift (is) nice 192 NAnMT the present nanmn
The trip (is) interesting 1Payn 9o the trip 57
the good cake n230 7Y

the pretty car 1221 N°3ond

the beautiful present 927 nIpna

o 7 the interesting trip PRy Yo

n;ﬁw’ma DAY PYo
The first Hebrew city

DYy O Y777 0¥ TWRD

DOYTR - NI QY PR TImEY Zj
DiPAY NY A%
The definite article “the” is Add the definite article - ha 7 - ny7»n3 PNHNT DX 70
used not only for a specific _
noun, but also for the ad- The new city (is) big AT I Y
jective that accompanies it. The city (is) new AU Y
The guide (is) good oy | I Ly 1
The new guide (is) good oG 7 g M Ly
® oo é Verbs in plural - present 71777 - 0°272 5yinn n»ol
note
. Feminine Plural  Masculine Plural
Feminine plural (adjec- . ,
tive, noun or verb) live niv3 0773
by the suffix: n go (by car) niyoia 0°yo9
Masculine plural eat ni92iR 0°929K
(adjective, noun or verb) study niTniY 0omib
by the suffix: o° koW Ny AL

speak NN 0"27n
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P2y nep 0oy 0 Hio
077233712 MR NIZIIK TR

DXNI2 7293 X 727 DX oYPapn (M) oy e
o7 YOX mMT MPD R DIYD ow YU Srmb

.07omnn
Verbs (in present) agree in gender

(masculine or feminine) with the noun
or pronoun they refer to.
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note

192 D212 W09 TR - 212 (M) 25D
an

Masculine verbs (in present) always
form the plural by adding the suffix “im”.

72 ©°372 W7N0Y TH) - 12pI2 (M) D7ryE
unjn

Feminine verbs (in present) always form
the plural by adding the suffix “ot”.

Write in plural ©°272 203

21077393 072 DAX ?(Manhattan) 1077323 72 708
IR N2y 017 IR
DP93IK P 07270 RO
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